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-URT::iS INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTnSA/210 



LACK OF UNITY Gr r^VeSTTIOM 

1. Claims: i-a,29,30 and claims dependent ti-e. : 1-30) 
2- Claims: 31,34 and claims dependent 

3. Claims: 37,38,40,44,55,57,53,72,75-73,34 and 

claims dependent 

4. Claims: 8 5., 36 and claims dependent 



Tie present application comprises 28 independent claims 
which identify four independent inventions. 

The subject natter of the first invention is represented 
by the alpha-virus vector of claims 1 to 5 , 29, 30 and 
claims dependent thereon. The vector is characterized by 
the feature of comprising a modified or inactivated vi- 
ral junction region, which implies the prevention of the 
transcription of the subgenomic fragment and rherafora 
the defective or blocked expression of the alpha virus - 

The subject matter of the second invention is the ex- 
pression cassetta of claims 31 and 34 and claims depend- 
ent thereon. Tne cassetta comprises a promoter which di- 
rects the expression of alpha virus structural proteins. 
This second invention is not directed to an alpha, virus 
vector and does not ccaprise- the characterizing feature 
of the previous invention, namely a modified junction 
region. Should in any case this region be- present in the 
cassetta, it would be fully functional (contrary to the 
first invention) to allow the expression of the viral 
structural protein. 
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTJISA/210 



The subjecr matter of the third invention is represented 
by the alpha virus particles and calls infected by; said 
particles of claims 37, 38, 40, 44, 55, 57 S3 72 
75-79, 84 and claims dependent thereon. 
The lack of unity" 6f this invention versus the alpha 
vector of the first invention derives from -the fact the 
. alpha vector, is not necessarily packaged inro a viral 
particle of the third invention. 

Moreover the viral particles do not comprise an inacti- 
vated or modified junction region, which is -he charac- 
terizing feature of the first invention. 

The- fourth invention is the layered vector initiation 
system of claims 85; 36 and claims dependent thereon, 
which is in no way limited to alpha virus. 
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